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Derecho Community Forestry Grant Program
Final Report Fall 2021 & Spring 2022
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Figurel. Volunteers in Belle Plaine observing a planting demonstration lead by DNR Diginicts
Community Disaster Recovery Coordinator Nick McGrath
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Grant Overview & Requirements
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the derecho of 2020 tte spent within three years. Funds were in alignment with state code: Natural Resource
Commission [571] Chapter 34 Community Forestry Grant Program. Per state code, applicants within the 27 county
disaster proclamation area were required to submit-paijeapplication as well as a map of the planting site and a

guote from an lowabased nursery/firm. State code also required a dollar for dollar match up to $5,000 from the state
and equal or greater from the applicant. A single applicant could submit moreathe application.

Applications were made available July 26 and accepted until August 20, 2021. Per state code, a team of DNR Forestry
staff and representatives from the lowa Urban Tree Council reviewed and scored each application. Award recipients
were aanounced on September 1, 2021 and approximately $225,000 was allocated. The decision was made to accept
second round of applications with the same requirements as the first to attempt to allocate all $250,000. The second
round award recipients were annaaed September 16, 2021. In Spring of 2022, an additional round of applications was
accepted to allocate $21,323 of unspent funding. Spring 2022 award recipiergamnnounced on April 11, 2022.

GOVERNOR'S DISASTER PROCLAMATION
Severe Weather - August 10, 2020 and Continuing
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Eligible counties include: Audubon, Benton, Boone, Cass, Cedar, Clarke, Clinton, Dallas, Greene, Grundy, Guthrie, Ha
lowa, Jackson, Jasper, Johnson, Jones, Linn, Madison, Marshall, Muscatine, Polk, Poweshitoricbima, and
Washington counties.



Award Recipients

Derecho Community Forestry Grant Program
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Figure3. Map of locations awarded Derecho Community Forestry Grants

Grant Outcomes

A total of 73 projects were awarded, reaching 20 of the 27 derecho disaster counties. Some commendias/arded
multiple grants resulting in 49 communities receiving trees. In total 2,700 trees were planted helping to restore canopy
lost in the 2020 derecho and increase canopy diversity. DNR Forestry Section and DNR Wildlife Bureau staff participat
in or inspected each of the 73 projects.

G¢KS RS@GFradl A2y NBadzZ GAy3a FNRY (GKS 1 dz3dzad mMnX wnanwn |
REYF3IS Oy ySOSNI GS NBLEGFOSRO ¢KS t2a0G f A Oaofthey R 0 A f
dzy LINBRAOGF6t8 LRSSNI 2F ylIGdNB® LQY LINBdR 2F GKS {dF ¢

@2dz OSNE YdzOK Fbdhh QldsUrban BoigstiiSdpériisor \West Des Moines. Pictured above during the
West s Moines Derecho CFGP Planting.

GEKIFYy1la F2N GKS 2L NIdzyAde G2 o6 Sa0SNgMatdéMcEonil ity of § K NI
Washington Tree Committee.



Tablel. Recipients of the fall 2021 and spring 2022 Derecho Community Forestry Grant,

total trees planted and grant award amount

Applicant Round Trees Grant Award
BCLUW Community School District Fall2021 4 $1,037.50
Bettendorf Community School District Fall 2021 21 $2,188.08
Cedar County Conservation Board Fall 2021 21 $2,028.00
City of Altoona Fall 2021 30 $2,308.67
City of Ames Fall 2021 42 $3,969.72
City of Ankeny Fall 2021 55 $4,735.00
City of Belle Plaine Fall 2021 153 $17,200.00
City of Bondurant Fall 2021 90 $13,627.50
City of Cedar Rapids Fall 2021 368 $32,054.30
City of Clive Fall 2021 50 $5,000.00
City of Colfax Fall 2021 6 $821.97
City of Coralville Fall 2021 50 $5,000.00
City of Des Moines Fall 2021 20 $5,000.00
City of Dysart Fall 2021 8 $876.68
City of Grimes Fall 2021 33 $2,271.00
City of Grinnell Fall 2021 50 $4,475.92
City of Hiawatha Spring 2022 60 $3,747.50
City of Huxley Fall 2021 18 $1,183.82
City of lowa City Fall 2021 42 $5,000.00
City of Johnston Fall 2021 63 $4,999.78
City of Low Moor Fall 2021 11 $1,387.50
City of Madrid Fall 2021 32 $5,000.00
City of Marion Fall 2021 69 $5,000.00
City of Marshalltown Spring 2022| 40 $2,000.00
City of Miles Fall 2021 20 $3,996.50
City of Muscatine Spring 2022 | 27 $5,000.00
City of Nevada Fall 2021 69 $4,975.00
City of Newton Fall 2021 40 $2,000.00
City of North Liberty Fall 2021 32 $5,000.00
City of Pleasant Hill Fall 2021 162 $5,000.00
City of Prairie City Fall 2021 11 $1,510.75
City of Sheldahl Fall 2021 23 $2,298.25
City of Springville Fall 2021 52 $5,000.00
City of Tipton Fall 2021 50 $5,000.00
City of Urbandale Fall 2021 24 $3,896.20
City of Van Horne Fall 2021 11 $2,500.00
City of Vinton Spring 2022| 22 $1,303.50
City of Washington Fall 2021 93 $5,000.00
City of Waukee Fall 2021 14 $1,573.73
City of West Des Moines Fall 2021 90 $4,900.00
City of Whitten Fall 2021 6 $616.85




Applicant Round Trees Grant Award
Claude W. and Dolly AhreRsundation & Imagine Grinnel|  Fall 2021 50 $5,000.00
Clinton County Conservation Board Fall 2021 40 $4,125.00
Applicant Round Trees Grant Award
Dallas County Conservation Spring 2022 19 $1,000.00
Grundy County Conservation Board Fall 2021 30 $2,950.00
Hardin County Conservation Board Fall 2021 24 $1,249.85
lowa State Fair Authority Spring 2022| 35 $5,000.00
Jones County Conservation Board Fall 2021 55 $4,102.13
Linn County Conservation Board Fall 2021 80 $5,000.00
Marshall CountyConservation Board Fall 2021 65 $4,154.88
North Polk Community School District Fall 2021 27 $5,000.00
Poweshiek County Conservation Board Fall 2021 53 $2,672.50
Prairie CityMonroe Community School District Fall 2021 43 $4,956.00
Rotary Club oBoone, 1A Fall 2021 42 $5,000.00
Trees Forever ST)?iInggozzolz’z 58 $5,559.16
University of lowa Hospitals & Clinics Fall 2021 20 $2,608.80

A survey conducted at the conclusion of the project found that 77% of respondents have a continued need for planting
in their community, specifically on public space (87%) and private property (75%). Over half of the survey respondents
(55%) identified theyreatest barrier to replanting in their community to be the costs associated with planting new trees.
Full survey questions and results can be found in Appendix A.

Figure4. Volunteers planting a tree during a Community Forestry Grant Program fif@nevent in Fall 2021.



Additional Impacts

Due to the dollar for dollar match requirement of the Derecho CFGP, a total of $540,825 went to lowa nurseries, gardel
centers, and businesses.
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these grants have helped communities in our local area implement projects that may not have happened otherwise.

Continuing a grant program like this would help us and other small nurseries acrosatthefdbwa grow our

businesses while also putting more trees in the ground in our beautiful state. After the derecho, more people are
realizing just how important the tree canopy is in reducing temperatures & pollution, and also providing a habitat for
many species of animals and insects. | hope that we can take this momentum and bring more awareness to the
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Appendix A
Results fromFall 2021Derecho CFGP Follewp Survey

Q1 How long do you gauge tree related recovery to take in your community?

Answered: 87 Skipped: 3

1-5 years

6-10 years

11+ years

0% 10%  20% 30%  40% 50% 60% 70% 80%  90% 100%

ANSWERHOICES RESPONSE

1-5 years 40.23% 35
6-10 years 26.44% 23
11+ years 33.33% 29
TotalResponses 87

Q2 Is there still a need to replant in your community?

ANSWER CHOICE RESPONSE
Yes 77.78% 70
No 22.22% 20
TotalResponses 90




